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The political, legal, and institutional struggles 
of  Timor-Leste
Land tenure issues in Timor-Leste are complex and deeply shaped
by the nation’s history. Taking an insider’s perspective, this
socio-legal research studies the development of the Timorese
formal land tenure system from independence in 2002 to 2018.
It shows how political, legal, and administrative decisions on land
administration are made, what and who influences them, which
problems and dilemmas politicians and state officials face, and how
the formal land tenure system works in practice. It does so through
the investigation of five analytical themes: political environment,
lawmaking, legal framework, institutional framework, and social
relationships and practices. The result is a portrait of a young nation
grappling with the enormous task of creating a land tenure system
that can address the needs of its citizens in the wake of centuries
of socio-political tumult and huge fluctuations in resources, while
seeking to find its place on the world stage as a new nation.
By studying the development of the Timorese formal land tenure
system, this book engages in the larger academic debate about
the role of state systems in addressing – but also causing or aggra-
vating – var ious social problems, such as insecur ity, pover ty,
inequality, destruction of nature, and cultural and social estrange-
ment.
This is  a volume in the ser ies  of  the Meijer s  Research Institute and 
Graduate School of the Leiden Law School of Leiden University. This study
is par t of the Law School’s research programme ‘Effective Protection of
Fundamental Rights in a pluralist world’.
INSTITUUT VOOR
RECHTSWETENSCHAPPELIJK
ONDERZOEK
INSTITUUT VOOR
RECHTSWETENSCHAPPELIJK
ONDERZOEK
MI352_Building land tenure systems_vDEF.qxp_Opmaak 1  06-07-20  10:18  Pagina 1
